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our cell. As soon as he saw us he shouted, "Hurry up,
hurry up, I can't wait here all day for you. I have
to go to see the tennis tournament and I am held
up here in this most unpleasant place." I was very
annoyed too. So I retorted back, "We find this even
more annoying than you do as everything is so filthy
here. And as for missing the tennis tournament, why
should you not miss it one day when we are missing
it daily?5* The Superintendent went almost livid
but fortunately said nothing further.)

The first few days were a novel experience and
one that none of us can ever forget. Our cells had
all sorts of insects crawling around and for several
nights we could not sleep for fear that these beastly
things might get into our beds. It was an awful
feeling to imagine hour after hour that some queer
slimy insect might crawl up one's arms or feet at
any moment. Once or twice it happened to each
of us. Later on we had a general clean up before
retiring each night and nothing untoward happened
for the rest of our stay there. During the period
before our trial we were allowed visitors daily and
mother came to see us every day. At last the morn-
ing of our trial dawned and we waited for the
appointed hour rather excitedly. Somehow we did
not expect to get more than six months each and
we were quite prepared for it. The trial took place
in the jail and we all sat in a line and were merely
mentioned by name as each case was taken up. We
refused to take part in the trial. My sister was the
first to be named and when the Magistrate in a
very low voice read out the sentence of one year's
rigorous imprisonment plus a fine we were all taken
aback. Then came my turn and I got the same
sentence with no fine. One by one the other girls
got sentenced, only two others getting a year. The
rest received varying sentences of three to nine
months each. After four days we were transferred